$ociU iRculcuis 


Lf.S MYKI.ITES SYITUl.lTlol’KS, l-ORMES (I.INoTES, El TkAITRMENT, I'AK I.E 
1)K. GlI.LKS HE I.A ToITRETTK, I'ROKESSETR ATREC.E 'a LA KA1TII.TE i>e 
medm'ine he Paris (Actualites medicates), |. B. Baillierc et Fils, 
Paris, 1898. 

Spinal syphilis is a subject of some importance, since in its clinical 
forms it closely resembles certain types oi spinal disease which have a 
bad prognosis and which tire not amenable to treatment, whereas in 
certain cases of spinal syphilis treatment is singularly efficacious. 
The author here has given in small compass an excellent picture of 
the various syphilitic affections of the spinal cord; syphilitic Pott's 
disease, intravertebral gumniata, myelitis in a restricted sense, ma¬ 
lignant early syphilis oh the nervous tissues of the cord, acute and 
chronic and irregular general myelitis. lie also discusses the question 
of hereditary syphilis, both as manifested in infancy and when delayed. 
The brochure is to be commended as a short and graphic description 
for the general practitioner conversant with the French. 

Jki.i.iitk. 

Psv< iioi.ouie he 1 .’instinct sextet, p. lo inny Roux, medocin adjoint 
(designe) des asiles d'aliencs de I,yon. J. B. Bailliere et Fils, 
Paris, 1898, 1 fr. 50. 

In this, one of a new series of brochures, Dr. Roux gives an ex¬ 
planation of the sexual instinct which is purely mechanical. Starting 
on purely materialistic foundations, lie shows that the function in all 
of its manifestations has a peripheral causative factor. The different 
chapters arc short and discuss severally: The organic base of the 
sexual desire; physical love, choice and a theory of the evolution of 
love; superior forms of love; evolution of love, etc. This small work 
is quite entertaining and well worth the reading, though it contains 
little that is strikingly new or profound. Jhi.i.ieee. 

Die (Iestii wtei.ste iiks Nkrvensvstems, IIiknueschwtei.stk, Rckcken- 
MAKKSOESCIt WTEI.STE, (lESCII WTEI.STE HER PeRITIIERKN NkRVEN. 
Fine Kliniscbe Studie von Dr. Ludwig Bruns, Xcrvenarzt in 
Hannover. S. Karger, Berlin, 181)7. 

Dr. Bruns has very modestly called his splendid monograph a 
“clinical study.” In Eulenberg’s Real Encyclopedic, Brims contributed 
the article which by further study and growth has evolved to the 
present volume of nearly four hundred pages. It is a complete and 
exhaustive treatise, which bears the stamp of an authority who has 
made thorough researches in this field, and is a storehouse of informa¬ 
tion drawn from a rich experience. 

The subject matter is divided into three portions, the first dealing 
with tumors of the brain, the second with tumors of the spinal cord 
and the third with tumors of the peripheral nerves. Each section is a 
monograph by itself, with full citations of the more important litera¬ 
ture. In the first portion, under the pathology of brain tumors, Bruns 
distinguishes three main types. The neoplasms proper; (1) Glioma, 
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Sarcoma, Osteoma. 1 ’oammoma, Carcinoma, Cholesteatoma, etc.; (■*) 
the Granulomata and (j) tumors of parasitic origin. He lays some 
stress upon the ditlerential diagnosis of glioma and sarcoma, the 
former arising, he says, from neuroglia tissue, the latter being of 
ectodermal origin. 1 lie second chapter deals with the occurrence 
and etiology of tumors, and here as an etiological factor the influence 
of trauma is carefully considered, the author inclining to a negative 
view with reference to this factor. The following chapters on the 
general action of tumors and the symptomatology, both general and 
local, are especially ini I and valuable. Here optic atrophy is reck¬ 
oned as the most constant and important of the general symptoms of 
brain tumor. Of more than general value is the portioh of this chap¬ 
ter bearing upon the localization of brain tumors, which in the 
author's experience was possible in at least 80 per cent, of all his 
cases. In the descriptions of cerebellar tumors with cerebellar ataxia 
the author distinguishes two types, those presenting Romberg’s 
sign and those which do not. In chapter seven on the surgical treat¬ 
ment of brain tumors Bruns would seem to show anything but an 
optimistic feeling, in that his own experience has given few, if any, 
satisfactory results, yet he shows a broadmindedness in his hearty 
support of operative interference in tumors which can be well local¬ 
ized and diagnosed. 

The second portion of the book on tumors of the spinal cord is 
ns accurate and careful as the first. Here operative treatment shows 
far better results. 

The third portion, on tumors of the nerves and the nerve plexuses, 
is treated of in some thirty pages. The pathological anatomy, occur¬ 
rence, symptoms, prognosis, diagnosis and therapy are clearly and 
fully set forth. 

The work is sparingly though well illustrated, and as a work for 
study and reference has no equal. Jki.i.ii'I'k. 

I ,ks tiviiRoi Ei’tiAi.ins. l*ar le Doeteur Leon d'Astros. Modoein des 

hupitaux do Marseille. Paris, ( 1 . Steinheil, Kditeur, i8q8. 

D’Astros has written a voluminous treatise on hydrocephalus 
which is useful as giving a survey of the whole field rather than as 
contributing anything new to our knowledge of this somew hat obscure 
subject. In fact, after a rather careful search through the book, we 
must confess to a feeling of disappointment that we have not learned 
more that is new about the moot points of hydrocephalus. The book 
has simply taken us over the ground and presented tis with a resume 
of facts and opinions. In this sense it is a useful work, both for study 
and for reference, but it is not a work of much originality. 

The author has evidently been a careful student and investigator 
■of cerebral pathology. He is a painstaking examiner, and leaves no 
■detail unexplored. Thus he gives not only anatomical findings, but 
.also the chemical constituents of the eerebro-spinal fluid as a means 
■of differentiation between the several forms of hydrocephalus. By 
lumbar puncture he not only secures this fluid, but be also estimates 
the degree of intraventricular pressure—an exact procedure which we 
imagine is not very generally resorted to by clinicians. 

D’Astrns practically limits the term hydrocephalus to the chronic 
internal variety of the older authors, i. e., an effusion of fluid in the 
ventricles, distending them and. as a secondary consequence, dis¬ 
tending the cranium. This effusion, of course, spreads to the sub¬ 
arachnoid space, unless some of the natural foramina of the ventricles 
are pathologically closed. An external hydrocephalus in the older 
-ense, i. e., an effusion limited to the subarachnoid space, but not com- 



